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REMARKS 

Claims 1-3, 6-9, 11-19, 21-28, 44, and 45 are currently pending. Claims 1 
and 21 have been amended for clarity. Applicant respectfully requests 
reconsideration of the application in response to the non-final Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

Claims 1 -3, 6-9, 11-19, 21-28, 44 and 45 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Michel K. Bowman-Amuah (USPN 6,697,824, 
herein referred to as "Bowman-Amuah") in view of Thompson et al. (US Patent 
Application Publication 2003/0014320 A1, hereinafter "Thompson") and further in 
view of Smith III. (USPN 6,772,139, hereinafter Smith III). This rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

The present application: 

Certain embodiments of the presently claimed invention disclose method 
steps for rating media information by use of a remotely located client units and a 
server connected to the client units via a network. Each client unit displays a rating 
indicator along with media information to a user and receives the user's rating 
information of one or more events in the media information and transmit the rating 
information to the server via the network. Each client unit also displays a query form 
for demographic data to a user and transmits the demographic data to the server 
upon receipt of the demographic data input from the user, wherein the demographic 
data include information relating to profile categories. The user is listed in at least 
one group characterized by the profile categories. The rating information of each 
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user listed in the group is combined to determine an average rating of the group and 
the average rating is displayed as a function of time. 

In addition, an embodiment of the presently claimed invention discloses steps 
for rating the events, such as political issues discussed in a presidential debate. As 
the synchronization of the events with the rating stream from the client is crucial, the 
server sends a time indication to each client unit so that the client unit can measure 
a time interval between the time indication and the time when the user inputs the 
rating information. The time interval information is sent to the server with the rating 
information and used to identify the event. 

The Bowman-Amuah Patent: 

The Bowman-Amuah patent discloses a system for interacting with a user 
over a network for personalizing a website. A profile of a user is built based on the 
collected information about the user and different contents are managed by the 
system. The profile and the contents are analyzed in order to match attributes of the 
profile of the user and attributes of the contents. The contents which have attributes 
that match the attributes of the profile of the user are then selected and delivered to 
the user. As correctly noted by the Office, Bowman-Amuah fails to teach combining 
the rating information of users in a group to determine an average rating of the 
group, much less the step of displaying the average rating of the group on a display. 

The Bowman-Amuah system includes an e-Commerce system for storing 
items, such as merchandising content, currency exchange rates, tax rates, pricing, 
and discount assigned to the users. These items are updated at predetermined 
intervals and altered based on the user's profile (col. 57, 1. 64 - col. 58, I. 16). In 
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marked contrast, as discussed above, an embodiment of the presently claimed 
invention discloses steps for rating events, such as political issues in a presidential 
debate, that cannot be rated at predetermined intervals due to their unpredictable 
occurrences. Also, the rating is not altered based on the user's profile. Thus, even 
though Bowman-Amuah discloses the step of synchronizing external data stored 
separately from the e-Commerce system with internal data stored on the e- 
Commerce system, it is apparent that the Bowman-Amuah system is not directed to 
either rating the events or synchronizing the events with rating stream by use of a 
time indication so as to identify the events associated with ratings in the stream. 
Stated differently, Bowman-Amuah does not appreciate the issue associated with 
synchronization of the events with rating stream, nor does it suggest that the 
predetermined update or synchronization of the external data with internal data of 
the e-Commerce system provides a solution to the issue that would lead one or 
ordinary skill in the art to make the present invention. A review of the applied 
references reveals that none of the cited references teach or suggest, taken 
individually or in combination, the step of "transmitting a time indication, via the 
network, to the client unit enabling the client unit to measure a time interval between 
the time indication and the time when the user inputs the rating information and to 
transmit information of the time interval along with the rating information via the 
network, wherein the time interval information is used to identify the event," as 
recited in claim 44. As such, Applicant respectfully submits that claim 44 is not 
rendered obvious, and claim 44 is allowable. For at least the same reasons, it is 
respectfully submitted that claim 45 is also allowable. 
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The Thompson Patent Application Publication: 

Thompson is cited as a reference that allegedly teaches determining a group 
rating. Thompson discloses a method of promoting a recording which comprises the 
steps of: (1) creating a rough mix of a recording; (2) digitizing the rough mix; and (3) 
inputting the digitized rough mix to a web site. The web site can be accessed so as 
to download the rough mix on a computer terminal of a consumer. As such, the 
Thompson system is directed to offering on-line destination for general music fans. 

Thompson throws a line "the present invention is a way for on-line music fans 
to rate the rough mixes of the upcoming releases." However, it fails to teach how the 
rating the rough mixes of the upcoming releases can be implemented. Nor, does it 
teach how to group the music fans. Even if one were to assume, arguendo, that the 
music fans were to be grouped according to the category of music, Thompson 
discloses that the classification of music is essentially endless (paragraph [0008]), 
i.e., it teaches away from grouping the music fans. As a consequence, Thompson 
fails to teach the deficiency of Bowman-Amuah in teaching how to determine an 
averaging rating of a group as recited in claim 1 . Smith III is similar in this regard. In 
sum, if one were to read the Bowman-Amuah patent and the Thompson patent 
application publication without the benefit of Applicant's own disclosure, one would 
see that they are incompatible with each other and there is no reason to modify one 
to reflect features of the other to arrive at Applicant's claimed invention. As such, 
Applicant respectfully submit that a prima facie case of obviousness has not been 
established, and claim 1 patentable. Also, based on the same reasons, it is 
respectfully submitted that claim 21 is patentable. Claims 2-3, 6-9, 11-19, 22-28, 44, 
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and 45 depend directly or ultimately from claims 1 and 21 , rendering them also 
patentable for at least the same reasons. 

The Smith III Patent: 

As correctly noted by the Office, both Bowman-Amuah and Thompson fail to 
disclose displaying the average rating. Then, Smith III is cited as a reference that 
allegedly teaches the deficiency. 

The Smith III system is designed to provide a link installation service which 
automatically installs hyperlinks within information submitted to the service by 
hypertext authors. To assist users in selecting sources of information, some 
websites, such as http://www.amazon.com/, provide a user rating system that 
displays an overall rating on a five-star scale. A feature of the Amazon rating system 
is that it is democratic, allowing the vast quantity of World Wide Web (WWW) users 
to jointly develop a ranking of the information sources (col. 2, I. 38-58). Information 
for each link includes the email address of each contributor, and the contributed 
rating (col. 30, I. 28-37) 

Smith III merely teaches an overall rating of books on a five-star scale 
performed by WWW users, or equivalently general public. As such, the rating is not 
associated with any specific group of users. Further, Smith III fails to teach how to 
group the WWW users. In fact, it is not clear why a skilled artisan would modify 
Smith III system to implement a functionality to group the general public insofar as 
the Smith III system is sufficient to display the mere democratic rating of books. 
Stated differently, the combination of Bowman-Amuah and Thompson with Smith III 
is not obvious. Furthermore, the Smith III system discloses display of current ratings 
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of books. Thus, even if the teachings of cited references were to be combined, the 
hypothetical combination would not generate the display of rating as a function of 
time, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3A 

To clarify the distinctions over the cited references, claims 1 and 21 have 
been respectively amended to include recitations: "displaying the average rating of 
the group as a function of time" and "a display for displaying the average rating of 
the group as a function of time." Support for the changes can be found in FIGS. 2 
and 3A, and the text related thereto, for instance. A review of the cited references 
reveals the cited references fail to teach or suggest the recitations. Accordingly, 
Applicant submits that a prima facie case of obviousness has not been established, 
and claims 1 and 21 are patentable. Claims 2-3, 6-9, 11-19, 22-28, 44, and 45 
depend directly or ultimately from claims 1 and 21, rendering them also patentable 
for at least the same reasons. 
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Conclusion 

Based on the reasons as set forth above, Applicant respectfully requests 
allowance of all pending claims. 

In the event that there are any questions concerning this paper, or the 
application in general, the Examiner is respectfully urged to telephone Applicant's 
undersigned representative so that prosecution of the application may be expedited. 
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